Quod tibi non vis fieri, peaks. 
foe non feceris. 2.2 q 


A OF 


MLNARY 
. z 


1SOLOGICH L ve 
__—_—__—— 


a wn C 2 +< F ' 4 « 5 
Printed in the Year 1687. Ns. -_ 6: 


OY 


KY £4 b 

wo LE 
TS +. 

o ” 3 


- - b 


bd we .- £88 

£9958 bY 
TB. 

4 me EE 


mt . 


Do mam 


Gentlemen, 
Wonder mightily at the News you fend me, that 
A ſo manyof the Town are averſe to the Repeal of 
the Penal Statutes ; ſurely you mean the Cler 

3 of the preſent Church, and thoſc tharare Zealous = 
*& -cheir Dignity and Power: For what part of the King- 
* dom has felt the Smart of them more, and. at all 
>rimes, and on all occaſions repreſented their miſcheif 
to the Trade, Peace, [Plenty and Wealth of the 
Kingdom, fo freely as the Town has always done ? 
t -But you unfold! the Riddle to me, when you tell 
- = - me, "tis for fear of -Popery, tho T own to you, I'can- 
| -not comprehend it, any more then you do Tran- 
ſubRantiation : . For that we ſhould be afraid of Po» 
*pery for the fake of Liberty, and then afraid of ic 
-becauſe of Perſecution, ſecms tome ablurd, as.it is, 
'that Likerry ſhould be chought che high way to Per- 
:{ecution. But becauſe they are upon their fears, 
«pray ler me tel] you mine, and cake them among the 
reſt in good parr. Es wy tn 6 
If the Romaniſts ſcek eaſe by Law, /risan, Argu- 
'Fnent to me they Uelire to- turn. good. Countrymen, 
and take” the: Lavy for cheir Security, with "the reſt 
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ſelves from Popery, we are by chele partialities pro-. 
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Ts ir notturning them. our of this cuiet courle, and 


telling thera if-they will have eaſe, they. muſt gerjc - 


asthey can, for we. will neyer conceed It? - And 


pray tell me if chis be nor thruſtiag them vfonthe . 
methods we-fear they will take, at the fame time 


that we give that, for the reafon wy we do lg. 


If Law can ſecure us, which is the plea that-1s. 
. "made, we miy doubtleſs find an expedieart in that 


which may repeal theſe, if che danger be nor of Li- 


berry icHelf, bur of our loolingit by them ar aſt, 


for there is no michief. the wit of man. can invent, 


that the wit of: man cannot avoid. But that which . 
T confeſs makes me melancho!y, iz, that merhinks 


werttever made-more hafie:ro be couſ-ned; no not in 


the bufinefs- of the Declaration of Indulgence, when ; 
in the'name of Property that was ac&tuuily damn'd, 


which at leaſt reprieved it; and the-price the Church 


'of England gave for:ir; viz, her. promile of a legal. 


eaſc,' actiiaUy failed 'vs : For inſtead of ſaving our. 


voking, 
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and a giea er Complemea: 
they'cannor pur upon or Englth Coalticution, nar 
give a bertre: pledze of their deſire to be ar peace 
wich us. Burif we are ſo Teaaciors as we Will keep. 
©! foot the greateſt blemifh of our Reformation, | 
Viz. our Hanging, Oua tering, Plunder Bunifing Laws , 


vokinz'it every day, and methinks foclifhly for our-- 
own fafety, Yau there can be no other endin 
doing fo, then ſecuring that Party which calls it ſelF 
the Church of England:ihar is in her Conttirution none 
of the beſt Friends to Prop*iry 5 for mens Liberties | 
-and Eſtates are'by her Laws made forteitable-for - 
Non-conformity to Her: And | ChallengetteRe- 
cords of =It time ſince Poperygo: the: Chairin-Eng- - 
land, to produce an eightpart of the Laws, to ruin 
men {or Conſcience, that have been made lince 1h2» 
other h-s been the national Religion, which is, 1 fay, : 
a ſcandal totheReformation. 
She lays, ſhe is afraid of Popery, becauſcof its - 
Violence, and yer ules Forc* t5.compel ic; Ts not this 
refiſting /Popery with Topery.? which we call loving 
the Treaion but bating the 'Traytor : Ste woul t 
have Power to Voce or Deſtroy: others, -bur- they 
ſhould nothave Powerto Force or Deſtroy her, no 
not to ſave themſel»'s: Shift the hand never (o-- 
ofren, cls Weapon is ſtili the ſame, © *Twere happy 
therefore that :1i Parties were diſarm'd o' t!:is Sword, 
and that it were put- where it ougtt only tobe, in 
the Ci: il-Magiftrates hand, to terifie Evil Doers, 
and cheriſh thoſe that do well, remember ng S: Peter's - 
fayizg in Cornelivs's caſe) for an Example, I perceive 
now of a truth that God's no -reſpefter of Perſons, -bug 


tho; 
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thoſe that fear him, and work, Righteoufneſs in- all. Nations 
ſhat be accepted: . Elſe what ſecuricy does the Church 
. cf England: givet the. great body of her Diſſencers, 
thai.ſhe will not do what ſhe fears from Popery,whcn 
ſhe has a Prince: of . her. own Religion. upon the 
Throne, that has made fo fair a-Progreſs theſe liſt 
ſix and twenty Years in ruining families, for non-con- 
formity under Princes of Eon Conc, 
- Interelt will nor lye, ſhe fears. Liberty , «as much as 
| Popery: Since thole that want,and-plcad for the ore, 
are an hundred. times moze in. number then the 
| Friends of the other, andallof. hcr fide, that Pope- 
ry ſhould not mountthe Chair : So that ſhe would 
get more then ſhe would loſe by the Repeal, if an 
equal delire to ſubje&t both Popiſh and Proteſtant 
Diſſeatersto her Power and Government te not the 

-. Principle ſhe walks by in her preſent-Averlion. 
' And co. fhew you. that this is the caſe; and that 
- her averſion to Popery-is a ſham ro the Liberty de- 
. fired, the Difſentecs..arc. of nou!{2 .to her,- while the 
. penal Laws are on foot ; for by chem. they are pur 
" in the power of a Prince of the Religion of the 
Church ſhe fears; but the moment they are repealed, 
ſo far as concerns the preventing Popery to be nati- 
onal , the Diſſenters are equally- intereſted- with 
the Church of England ag:intt it. . Bur' then here is 
| | * _ the 
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che miſchief, This Eiberty- takes th®Redant of her-” 


| hand ; ſhe can no more whip Prople into her Churches, 
and ſhe perhaps may modeſtly ſuſpe& her own ver- 
cue and ability raypreach-cthem thicher, © | 

In ſhort, -if ſhe» were in earneſt againſt Popery, 
more then 11 19ve with h:r own Power and Gran- 
dure . that is, tf the World-were not in the way, 


7 


ſhe woull rcjoyce to deliver Merrof her own Reli- 


gion, that are ſo much more numerors chen the. 


Papiſts, that they might ballance 2gaiaſt fer fears of * 


their prevailing: But'to cry ſhe'is for Liberty to 
Proteſtant Diſtedters, *and make the demonſtration 


of ir, her. keeping up the Laws That ruin” them; and * 
thea ſay it is forfearof the Religion the Prince owns, - 


and yet force them into his -hands by doing 10,” 'is, 
I muſt confcls, femething incomprehenſibl+,” - 


 Belides, properly. and narnrallyfpeaking; the * 


Church of Englan1is the People of Enz'and,and when 
Is apply'd- to a Party,  *tis-a Faction to the whol: . 
and that T.ute his no more -Truth in it, then tis ſence 
to. ſay che Roman” Catholick' Church ; which in 
Eng'!iſh,is a particular: Univerſal Church : And pray 
1S there no rocm Ikfrto conſider this hard taſe of the 
| Kingdom ? - I hope the civit- Magiſtcace- will « why 
1sthe ſupream Paſtor of this civii Chutchon E=rch. 
Is'1he was more then aPaity? no certainly. 
= And. 
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(8) 
and how great zone, atrue -Liberty'of Conſcience 
would belt tell us, and that is the true reaſon, and not 


.*Popery, thar ſhe is tender /1n the polar. 


I conclude then, that whilſt tholgof: that Religion 
only deltre to be upon the Level with others, | mean 


upon Nativ? Rights, th: Great Charter, what we all of 


us call, our Birth-rizhr, I:c us not refoſ2 ir, left God 
ſuffer chem to prevail cocurb our partiallicy. . There 
areL1ws cnough co puniſhOffenders againſt cheStare, 


if theſe were repealed, and not condemn Pcophe by . 


Anticipation, 4 hat . Law. which catches: a Proteſtant, 


-will catch a Papiſh Traztor, Rietor -or ſeditions Perſon. 


Again, I:rus,retlex; chat we have aPriace of Age, 
and mor: honour ; the proipe&tof three excelleat 


| Princes of the Proceſtanc Religion, the pauciry of 


the Papilts, -the number -of the: Enemies of their 


. Commmon, their unity in that averlion : whac 
greater ſecurity can we have in the World? Policy, 
| Hanour, Religion, Number, Unity, - ay, Neceſſety-: foo, 
. conſpire to make us ſafe :+for all cheleare concerned 


in che; means of -our preſervation; unlels our fears 


and our follies thould-prevail : which [- confeis [ 


_apprehe:d moſt; 'forihey will betgferted of God, 
tha: forſake him and taemfelves too; who dare :/0'4 | 


certain evil that a {ippeſed good may'ranie of it, contradilt 


- their own Principles deny ' mhat they expect, ſow What they 


woul1 
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would dt rtap,” da to others what'they would not that others 
/rould dotto them : Bur:there isa God 'in Heaven, and. 


- he isjulit:' He will *meet"tous what we meaſureto” 
* one another;*and his Judgtmenr is "inevitable." 1 


therefore adviſe the Chtirch of England *to be as rea- 


« dy inthe Chriſtiari conmplyances as is poſſible : Firſt, _ 


becaulE- ic is impious "To keep tp diſtroying Laws 


for Religian, when cher Saviour tells her 'upon this 
"very Queltion, That he came not to deftroy mens lives but 
© to ſavethem. Secondly, Becauſe by this ſhe will 'wipe 
off rhe Reproach' ſhe throws by* continuing them, 


upon her own Apologies for Liberty of Conſcience, 
when under the wheel of Power. Thirdly, Becauſe 
Libetty to rhe Papiſts by Law, "is bringing them into. 
the legal ititereſtof the” Kingdom, ant wall prevent 
the force, they tnay cle be driven to, by being 
made and left 'defperite: For 'irs'fbt ro be thought 
they” will- williogly pay the reckonihg in anottier 


| Reign, if by any tneans they '&an prevear ic ;' and 


keeping upthe penal Laws cari be no ſecuriry to che 
Church of England from fuch atrempts, though'rhey 
may provoke thetn upon her. .' Fourthly, 'She here- 
by ſaves her diſſenters; and if*it be really her intlina- 
tion to do ſo, ſhe has ho' other way, and this uhires 
them to her in' affetion-and* intereſt, "if not in Wor- 
ſÞip. Eutif-onthe contrary ſe perſifts obſtinitely 
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( i p, 
to refuſe :chis national pacittck.; . the: diſſenters; ,I. 
hope, will coniider their honeſt IntereR, , Con/cienceand 

Property, and imabrace thole _oppertunities to. ſecure 
them, ; thac God yii.his all-wile. providence is pleaſed | 
to yield them.in this conjumcture. Thus Gentlemen, 
yau have my. thoughts upon your News, pray com- .. 
Mynicate item. to our acquantance,. and bekeve that  - 
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POSTSCRIPT... 
Or the Teſts that are ſo much diſcourfedoof,] ſhall 


Eo only ſay, that 'tis, an other myſtery of the _ 
Times.to.me; how-the. Church, of England, that 

was.againſt the Excluſion, can be for them that were. ].- 
deſign'd for a Preamble to it ; ſince in ſo doing, ſhe 

is for that which was contrived to introduce = Ex- 
«lufim ſhe was ſo Zealouſly againſt.. I confeſs I ne- 
yer underftood her very well, and ſhe grows more 
and.more unintelligible; . but this I know, that (te 
myſt either be. ſorry for what ſhe bas done, . or ſhe 
did not, know what{he did.  'Fhe farſt refleas upon 
her Loyalty, the Jaſt upon her underſtanding; and . 
becauſe | think that the leaſt, and likelieft evil, I 
conclude ſke is no infallible . Guide upon the . 
—_—. Another... 
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.”- Afforher thing you tell me,” that gives .greax of- 
ferice, is,-his Majeſties. turning . out Proteſtants, -and- 
purting in, People of his Religion... .. This | conceivea + 
fault, chat the Churchof . Englandiis.only anfwerable | 
for.. Other Princes bave been (o unhappy as to Suffer 
Teſts and Marks of-diſtin&tion that; have broken and: 
diſorder'd their-Kingdams, by depriving thoſe of their- 
Temporal comforts, that would.not;.receive them , 
and: this People eſteemed a. mighty grievance: and. 
were. frequent and elegantin their. complaints about 
it... We havea King now,. that would remoyetheſe-- 
Marks of diftinRion;. and ſecure all;:menupontheir 
native Right and; Bottom; Thar all-Parties,mighrfic - 
ſafely — their own Vine, and under their own - 
Fig-tree;; ſo that now,” Who is for- Liberty ? becomes-: 
the Teſt. Are they,then. fit co be-truſted.thar arc our - 
of his Incereſt, nd-againſt-che Libenry hes far;/.and » 
the Nation-wants and craves? Or is it good-lenſe;.- 
that he (who .is mortal as wellas other men) ſhould-.. 
leavethe Power .in thoſe hands, that to his face ſhow 
their averſionto the Friends of-his Communion tho + 
he- offers to maintain .her {ti]]? She had the offerto - 
keep them, upon that Principle that muſt heal and - 
| favethe Kingdom. Liberty of ow: which ſhows: - . 
the King was willing; to þe fexved by* her ſons to- 
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chuſe, if upon the ſame general Principle” wich. - 
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himſelf: whereforc *cisthe Gerittemenof the Chirch 
of England that turn themſelves out'of power, rather 
then endure Liberry-of -Conſcience to others; - and 

- Jhall this Vice becheir Yercue.'They muſt becheartily 
in love wich perſectition that-can facritice theirPlaces 
£0 the upholding of penal Laws forReligiony becauſe 
they would nor let others, nos only; nor-come tn, but 
notlive at their own Charges: A fine-hing to ſuffer 
for, Their Anceſtors were-'Martyers-by-penal Laws, 
butthele for chem. The cauſe is chang'd-whate+er they | 
think; and 1- am afraid they arc chang'dtoo for want 
of thinking. *I'Profeſs *I-pirry/ them with all 'my 
Hearc/aid-withthem more Wit, and better Conſci« 
ences againlt r.exerime, if ever they-have it;-for cheſe, 
if they will beliece me, -will hardly &er makeſa 
oood a Bargin for them, as they have'lolt by chem. 

| More'of his, \if-you'like it, 'noxt-time 5 and 
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- then; Adieu, | ES 
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